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Revelation and 


“In many quarters the idea of verbal inspiration is laughed at and 
deprecated. We who hold to the precious faith delivered to the saints 
are called ‘Bibliolatrists’ (Bible worshippers) and are scouted for our 
gullibility in believing that an infinite God could be revealed in a limited 
Bible written by limited men. The very people who laugh at the Bible 
as too limited for such a revelation, however, teach that God reveals 
Himself directly to individual men. They teach that God ‘confronts 
us as He did the prophets and them as He does us. They teach that we 
must have an ‘experience’ of this ‘confrontation” This then makes the 
limited mind of man the place of revelation. But the Bible tells us that 
man’s. mind is sinful. Thus the mind’s sin is by this viewpoint identified 
as God’s revelation.” —E piscopal Recorder. 


Nothing contributes more to the advance of Liberalism than a 


_haziness—among laymen and ministers alike—on doctrinal issues. 
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EDITORIAL 


God’s Standards Do Not Change 


The fixed standard of divine perfection is 
to be found in Jesus Christ and the moral laws 


revealed in the Ten Commandments and in 


the Sermon on the Mount are a reflection of 
the nature and will of God, all of them ful- 
filled and perfected in our Lord. . 


As long as we look to the written and to the 
Living Word we can pattern our own ideals 
and conduct in the light of God’s revealed 
truth. When we look away, even to the best 
cf men, ideals and standards become human- 
ized and relative. 


Paul, seeing this danger, writes: “But they 
measuring themselves by themselves, and com- 
paring themselves among themselves, are not 
wise.” (II Cor. 10:12) 


Here in America today — in July 1958 — 
we find the moral standards of our nation 
at a low and desperately dangerous ebb. We 
have permitted the world around us to press 
us into its own mould; we have so compromised 
with the standards of the world that even within 
the Church things are countenanced which are 
evil and sinful as things to be found in the 
heart of pagan lands. 


Lust which leads a tribesman to drag a 
woman off into the bush is not one whit more 
evil than the lust that carries young people 
off to a sordid tryst in a parked car. Both 
stand under the judgment and condemnation 
of God. The one difference being that we 
have so much more reason to recognize right 
from wrong. Even in some Christian homes 
attitudes and practices are condoned which 
make evil pass without protest. 


The curse of alcohol on American life stems 
in part from those Church officers who con- 
done social drinking, refusing to accept the 
Pauline standard that if eating meat should 
cause a weak brother to fall he would refuse 
meat the rest of his life. 
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Looking with amusement on the rigid stan- 
dards of our Christian forebears we have so 
lowered the bars that today the world sees 
little to choose between the lives of professed 
Christians and unbelievers. | 


Some parents have vied one with the other 
that their daughters might have their beauty 
exploited in some “beauty contest.’’ Where are 
the parents who have the moral courage to 
say “No” to their children today? Where are 
the parents who by personal example show 
their children there are things Christians do 
not do because they besmirch and tarnish? 


Drifting with the lowered standards in the 
world has now reached the place where there 
is but a step from disaster for our nation as 
a whole. That the Church has drifted with 
the tide, rather than raised a standard against 
it, is something for which we will be_ held re- 
sponsible. We have surrendered to the place 
where sordid literature and films are unblush- 
ingly accepted. | 


The place to reestablish Christian standards 
is in the home and in the Church. It will not 
be easy, for the cancer of compromise has eaten 
far deeper than some of us are willing to admit. 
To us to whom God has given so much it is 
certain that He will also require much. 


A stand for the ideals of personal conduct 
which are in accord with those of our Lord will 
take much prayer, love, humility and courage. 
The norm by which such things must be de- 
termined is whether our fellowship with the 
living Christ is adversely affected. Because our 
neighbor engages in certain practices in no 
way releases us from our own moral respon- 
sibility. Before God we stand or fall, and we 
stand or fall on the basis of the light so 
abundantly given to us but so often flagrantly 
ignored. | 


Should not more of our young people’s pro- 
grams be geared to what the Bible says about 
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moral issues? We are rightly concerned that 
Christians and the Church shall exert an in- 
fluence for good on the social problems of 
our day. What about moral standards? Sex 
obsession is eating into the very vitals of our 
homes and of our national life. Are we going 


to wake up some day only to find that while . 


we have gone out to reform the world and 
make people more comfortable and happy we 


have lowered our moral standards to the van- 


ishing point? 


It is not easy to write this.. It is extremely 
unpopular to intimate that all is not well on 
the right side of the railroad tracks, or in the 
country club — or in our own church institu- 


tions. But we know all is not well. We fervently - 


pray that our own homes will not be hit by 
tragedy. We blindly think that we and our 
children can read books and see movies which 
glamorize and condone evil and still keep our 
skirts clean. 


God will not hold us guiltless. “Be not de- 
ceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh rea 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Gal. 
6:7,8) | 


Shall we continue with the trends and cur- 
rents of today or shall we accept and live by 
the standards of Him who has redeemed us and 
offers power to resist evil — even unto death? 


—L.N.B. 


Co-existence in the Far East, 
Weighed and Found Wanting 


In the current issue of the Ninth Annual 
Report of the Reformation Translation Fellow- 
ship the Reverends Samuel E. Boyle and Jona- 
than Chao give a careful examination of the 
official Christian magazine published in com- 
munist China entitled ‘““Tien Feng” or Heaven- 
ly Wind. The article examines all the issues 
of the periodical, except two which were not 
available, for the year 1957, including a poetic 
tirade against the West and especially against 
the United States under Trumar and Eisen- 
hower by Dr. T. C. Chao of Peking, sometime 
President of the World Council of Churches 


and now prominent in the pro-communist 
circles of the official Chinese Church. The con- 
clusion of these two ministers is stated thus by 
_ them: 


Heavenly Wind from Shanghai is pro- 
moting with cleverness and power this 
socialistic-nationalistic “pseudo religion” in 
the churches of China. Many Chinese 
Christians, even some of the leaders in the 
Three Self Movement, must see this and 
regret it. But the work constantly being 
done by Heavenly Wind and the Govern- 
ment-controlled Three Self Patriotic Move- 
ment is a dreadful spiritual snare to 
Chinese Christianity, and also to Christian- 
ity in Japan, India and other Asian nations. 
In this magazine the slogan is “LOVE 
COUNTRY - LOVE RELIGIONS,” never 
“LOVE GOD and LOVE COUNTRY.” 
When the Peking Government has impor- 
tant propaganda, articles with God in — 
them are pushed to the back of Heavenly 
Wind. No strong, positive Christian evan- 
gelism or courageous Bible prophetic chal- 
lenge to the sinful nation is found. Only 
the sickening, hypocritical flattery of an 
atheistic State which has murdered millions, 
including, no one knows how many, Chris- 
tians. Paul wrote, “As we said before, so 
say I now again, if any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that you have 
received, let him be accursed.” 


The price of co-existence under a Com- 
jaunist state on the terms accepted by the 
Three Self Movement in Red China is 


apostasy from God. 
—Cited by W.C.R. 


Three Gardens 


(This editorial was suggested to me by a most 
excellent sermon in the Christian Observer by 
Rev. William T. DuBose.) | 


I have always been a lover of gardens. As 
a young man my brother and I ran a truck 
garden and when we built our home we named 


our place “Rocky Ridge Gardens.” The Bible 


speaks of three gardens especially and tremen- 
dous events mark these places. | 


The first is the Garden of Eden, a beautiful 
garden until sin entered and spoiled the pic- 
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ture. We might call it “The Garden of Sin,” 
for it was here that our first parents sinned 
and sin entered the world. Our beautiful world 

has been, and is still, a garden of sin. . 


The second is the Garden of Gethsemane 
where Jesus knelt in prayer and with sweat 
like drops of blood asked that, if it were pos- 
sible, the cup might pass from Him. His suf- 
fering there was greater, perhaps, than on the 
cross, for it was there He drank the bitter 
cup of the sins of the world. So, we might 
call Gethsemane, “The Garden of Suffering,” 
and our world is still a garden of suffering, for 
disease and death came into the world when 
sin came. 


The third is Joseph’s garden where Jesus was 
buried. “There was a garden and in the garden 
a new tomb wherein was never man yet laid.” 
Jesus rose from the grave and this garden may 
be called “The Garden of Victory.” Our world 
will one day be a new world, filled with right- 
eousness and peace. We have some descriptions 
of it in the prophets. 


Would it not be a wonderful experience if 
some of us could have the glorious privilege of 
working in His garden, the New Earth that 
He has promised to His people? The meek shall 
inherit the earth and delight themselves in 
the abundance of peace. Oh, to be a gardener 
in the Garden of the Lord, where sin and suf- 
fering will be no more and Victory will be 
ours through our Lord Jesus Christ! Paradise 
Lost will turn to Paradise Regained. Because 
He lives we shall live also, and reign with Him. 


—J.K.P. 


Decisions That LastP 


The Billy Graham Evangelistic Campaigns 
continue to hold the spotlight in religious news. 
This is doubtless because these campaigns fur- 
nish such very unusual news, and such good 
news. The extreme liberals and the hyper-fun- 
damentalists persist in doing all they can to 
discredit Billy Graham, his campaigns, and 
those who support them. Their bitter opposi- 
tion seems, however, to have worked no great 
hardship in hindering the work of this evan- 
gelist whose labors God has so manifestly de- 
termined to bless. These groups, either jealous 
of Graham’s evident success or displeased that 
the Gospel he proclaims should receive such 
a ready response, find it easier to criticize than 
to produce any similar response from those 
whom they approach. 


Graham indisputably preaches a distinctive 


Biblical message while rejecting an unbiblical 


separatism. His evangelistic campaigns welcome 
all churches which can cooperate on the basis 
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of the Gospel message he preaches. A total of 
1,185 congregations from over 30 denominations 


' were listed as “participating or cooperating” in 


the San Francisco Campaign. Of these, 532 
were Baptist, 101 Presbyterians, 101 Assemblies 


of God, 91 Lutherans, and 87 Methodists, with 


smaller numbers from other denominations. 


"Total attendance for the seven-week Crusade 


amounted to 696,525, with 25,575 persons mak. 
ing ‘decisions for Christ.” The attendance was 
35,000 less than for the same number of meet- 
ings in New York City last year, but the “de. 
cisions for Christ” were about 2,000 more. 


The big question, debated in many periodi- 
cals, is “What are the lasting results of these 
campaigns?” What happens to the converts, and 


what happens in the church, because of these 


campaigns? The answers are conflicting. ‘Those 
who fight the campaigns deny any good re. 
sults, while those who favor them claim satisfy- 
ing and lasting effects. Generally speaking, 
those ministers and churches which put little 
or nothing into the campaigns received little 
or nothing from them, while those who put 


their best into them recetved great blessings 


from them. This, of course, is to be expected, 
for it is a principle that operates in every area 
of life, and of church life as well. 


In order to obtain a more objective and un- 
biased answer to these questions, Dr. Robert 
QO. Ferm, dean of students at Houghton College, 
has conducted a telephone, mail and personal 
interview survey of 2,350 of the persons making 
“decisions for Christ” in the New York Crusade 
last year. The survey showed that 95 per cent 
of the 60,000 who signed cards adhered to their 
original decisions. Many of the five per cent 
who failed to do so expressed deep concern and 
disappointment. 


Of the 231 ministers interviewed, most were 
from the group favoring the crusade. Those 
who had participated unanimously agreed that 
the crusade was “entirely successful,” reaching 
people whom the churches would and could 
never otherwise have touched with the Gospel. 
The coming of these converts has served as a 


stimulant to many churches. A prayer meeting 


was started in one Bronx church for the first 
time in 70 years. Bible fellowship and prayer 
feiiowship groups were organized in others. 


~The reason the converts are not filling the 
churches, says Dr. Ferm, is because only 23 
per cent of those who signed decision cards have 
had a personal visit from any minister. Some 


received form letters or phone calls. On the 


other hand, “some churches were able to bring 
into fellowship as many as 96 per cent of those 
signing the decision cards referred to them.” 


The real and lasting results of these cam- 
paigns, as of every other activity and program 
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in our churches, is of course known only to 
God. More than 80 per cent of the ministers 

lled were convinced that the larger effects 
were to be felt in the future. Said one Episco- 
palian rector, “Souls will be coming to Christ 
for many years as a result of the deepening of 
the spiritual lives of New York Christians.” 


The Drawn Battles of Life 


Even Christ, himself, had two natures, one 
human and the other Divine. He evidenced 
His human nature when He prayed “take away 
this cup from me” but immediately thereafter 
He evidenced His Divine nature when He 
added “nevertheless, not what I will but what 
Thou wilt.” In other words, in the conflict 
between the two, His Divine nature won. 


God in His Divine wisdom has seen fit to 
make battle grounds of our lives, permitting 
the forces of evil to contend for the supremacy. 
He has given us, however, the ability and the 
means (the atoning blood of Jesus) to win 


> 


our fight. 


To win is glorious; to lose is tragic; but to 
draw is devastating in its effect on ourselves 
as well as on those with whom we have influ- 


ence. 
A large part of the suicides, much of the un- 


happiness and practically all of the spiritual 


impotence among professing Christians is caused 
by the drawn ‘a of life. 


During our‘younger years the conflict raged 
in our hearts and minds and the very intensity 
of it sometimes caused us to welcome our armis- 
tice. When the contest was renewed it wasn’t 
quite so fierce and directly it reached an im- 
passe. Then, desiring peace, perhaps we called 
it a draw and busied ourselves with other 
things. Peace, however, did not come because 
mediation, arbitration and compromise ll 
failed. 


The thought then is this. Force your two 
selves to fight their battles to a finish and to 
a decision. WIN THE FIGHT—or lose it. Do 
not draw. The drunkard in the gutter who has 
lost many battles holds more fruitful possibilities 


’ for the Holy Spirit than the compromiser who 


blows neither hot nor cold. 
—R.LeC. 


The American Presbyterian 
Congo Mission : 
Our first Secretary of Foreign Missions, Dr. 


J. Leighton Wilson gave some eighteen years 
of his life to missions in Africa. Our first 
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Southern Assembly in Augusta directed the 
longing eyes of the Church especially to Africa 
and South America. The first assembly meet- 
ing after the Confederate War directed special 
attention to Africa as a field of missionary labor 
peculiarly appropriate to our Church. But it 
was only in 1890 that Rev. William H. Shep- 
pard a Negro minister trained at Stillman and 
Rev. Samuel N. Lapsley of a prominent Ala- 
bama family sailed for the Congo. 


They were led to settle at Luebo on the 
Lulua River, the limit of navigability on that 
stream. Lapsley secured from the Belgian Gov- 
ernment a title to the Mission ground here, 
began to study the grammar and vocabulary of 


_ the native language and died of a severe attack 


of blackwater fever, thus “becoming the Henry 
Martyn of the Southern Presbyterian Church.” 
His native name was Mtombanjila, the Path- 
finder — his life-work was to blaze the trail 
to Luebo. According to Professor J. Du Plessis, — 
“the selection of Luebo as head station showed 
remarkable foresight.” The rapid growth of the 
population there and the sympathetic attitude 
of the Mission towards both slaves and freed- 
man and its opposition to slavery won the con- 


_ fidence of the natives and prepared for “one 


of the most successful of missionary enterprises 
in Africa.” ‘The actual success of the mission 
came about by prayer and zealous evangeliza- 
tion of the villages about Leubo. With this went 


' education, hospitals, translations, literature and 


the engendering of a powerful church life. 


We can see some of the results of our labors 
now, and we thank God for them. Others will 


not be known this side of eternity. Who can 


measure what is meant for the cause of the Gos- 
pel that Saul of Tarsus was converted, or Wil- 
liam Carey, or John Wesley, or Billy Graham? 
So let us pray that God may send forth laborers 
into His harvest field today; let us pray that 
they may proclaim the Gospel pure and with- 
out compromise; and let us pray that God will 
according to His promise honor His Word, and 
bring forth results, in His good time, unto life 


eternal. 


Among the many missionaries who have 
labored in the Congo, DuPlessis singles out 


our Dr. W. M. Morrison who for twenty-two 
_ years was the leader and guiding spirit. He 


led in bringing the native church toward self- 
government and self-support, made the Bu-luba 
tongue the universal speech of the mission, 
championed the cause of the down-trodden na- 
tives, was the guide, philosopher and friend 
of the missionaries of our own and other 


churches, prepared the Bible lessons for the 


people and translated the Gospels and Acts. 
“He acted as President of the Conference of 


Protestant missionaries in the Congo, which was 


held in Luebo in 1918; but the strain of that 
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strenuous time was too much for his powers, 
and he was struck down, as it were, in mid- 


career ... [There are few American missionaries . 


who have left a nobler record behind them.” 
—W.C.R. 


Almost Persuaded 


If the occasion arises when you feel that you 
have failed to reach someone with a heart of 
stone, you may rest assured it is nothing new 
under the sun. Paul delivered one of the great- 
est evangelistic revival sermons of all time to 
a small, select audience and the reaction was 
summed up by King Agrippa, “Almost thou 
persuadest me to be Christian.” 


This verse (Acts 26:28) one of the saddest in 
Scripture, became a classic text for revivalists 
many, many years ago — almost saved but lost. 
The cry of a man who sees the truth but can- 
not accept it; he sees the light, but standing 
in darkness, he cannot reach it; the confession 
of a sinner in chains stronger than those that 
bound Paul; the agony of a soul in fetters that 
has echoed down the centuries. 


What else could Paul say? What could he 
do to help? Paul’s own heart was heavy, bur- 
dened with sadness because he, too, felt that 
he had failed. His masterful discourse, viewed 
nineteen hundred years later, leaves nothing 
to be desired, but Paul perhaps wondered if 
he had left one word unsaid that would have 
changed the course of history. | 


The apostle summed up his reaction in a 
statement that did not move Agrippa but won 
for him a place high in the affections of Chris- 
tians who sympathize with him: “I would to 
God, that not only thou, but also all that hear 
me this day, were both almost and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds.” But Agrippa, 
like many millions today, turned deaf ears to 
| the. plea of this man of God. 

—Ralph Brewer 


Tue FarrH ACCORDING 
To THe SHORTER CATECHISM | 
By William Childs Rebinson, D.D. | 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 es, 
postpaid. 


- Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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LEITERS 


Cancellation!! 


Sir: 


Most of Dr. Bell’s articles cannot be described 
as anything else but theological rubbish. In. 
deed I question if Dr. Bell is even a born 
again Christian ... I must say I was horrified 
at Dr. Bell’s untruthful and blasphemous state- 
ment in the May 14th issue. In that statement 
he says, that the Apostle Paul preached under 
the sponsorship of Pagans - Epicureans and 
Stoics on Mars Hill. Where does he find this 
in the scriptures? —The Apostle Paul preached 
under no such sponsorship. Dr. Bell’s state. 
ment is a lie and a devilish lie and it could 
be only invented in hell. 


It is equally surprising that you ‘walt made 
the same untruthful statement in your review ~ 
of “Cooperative Evangelism.” You must be hard 
pressed when you have to use such God dis- 
honoring tactics to justify aay Graham’s un- 


Norman A. MacMillan 
Doncaster, Yorkshire, England 


As far as we are concerned there are no 
Christians unless they are born again. 


Mr. McMacMuillan is advised to read Acts 
17:18-22.—Editor. | 


Sir: 


Enclosed find check for my renewal. . . I 
fear many in our Church do not realize what 
is taking place. Did you read Dr. Trueblood’s: 
statement, that the Church is the largest un- 
evangelized area in the world? Are we not slowly 
drifting from the great fundamentals of the 
Bible? Some see dire need of our times and are 
trying to change them with third-rate efforts — 
big church buildings, councils, huge organizations, 
attractive programs with no real Biblical message. 


Minister - N. C. 


Sir: Herewith my renewal. Your publication is 
truly a vitally helpful one. 


Minister - Texas 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville. N.C. 
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The Minister’s Vows And The Confession Of Faith 


By Charles Hodge, D.D. 


‘At a recent meeting of our General Assembly there was considerable discussion about the implica- 
tions of the minister's vows as related to the Westminster Standards. In order to assist in the clari- 
fication of thought in the Church we submit an incisive article on this subject written by Dr. Charles 


Hodge. We give it in an abridged form. 


Dr. Charles Hodge is Princeton Seminary’s best known and most influential theologian. He 
was a prolific writer. His “Systematic Theology” is still used in many Seminaries. For 43 years he 
was the editor of the Princeton. Review. His writings were characterized by clarity in presentation 
and a complete mastery of his subject. His writings are still relevant because he was preeminently 
Biblical. It was said, “It is enough for Dr. Hodge to believe a thing to be true that he finds it 


in the Bible!” —J.R.R. 


Circumstances have recently awakened public 
attention to this important subject. It is one 
on which a marked diversity of opinion exists 
between the two portions into which our Church 
has been divided: and as in May last a direct 
proposition was made on the part of one branch 
of the New School body to our General Assem- 
bly for a union between them and the Old 
School, this original point of difference was 
brought into view. Not only on the floor of 
the Assembly was this matter referred to, but 
it has since been the subject of discussion in 
the public papers, especially in the South. A 
passing remark made in the last number of 
this journal, which we supposed expressed a 
truth which no man could misunderstand or 
deny, has given rise to strictures which very 
clearly prove that great obscurity, in many 
minds, still overhangs the subject. We either 
differ very much among ourselves, or we have 
not yet learned to express our meaning in 
the same terms. It is high time, therefore, 
that the question should be renewedly dis- 
cussed. 


We have nothing new to say on the subject. 
As long ago as October, 1831, we expressed 
the views which we still hold, and which in 
a passing sentence were indicated in our num- 
ber for July last. Those views have passed 
unanswered and unheeded, so far as we know, 
for thirty-six years. How is it that the renewed 
assertion of them has now called forth almost 
universal condemnation from the Old School 
press? They have been censured by men who 
adopt them, and who in private do not hesi- 
tate to admit their correctness. ‘This does not 
imply any unfairness, or any other form of 
moral obliquity. It is easily accounted for. The 
proposition, that the adoption of the Confes- 
sion of Faith does not imply the adoption of 
every proposition contained in that Confes- 
sion, might mean much or little. Its might 
be adopted by the most conservative, and is 
all that the most radical need claim. Still the 
proposition is undeniably correct. 
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The fault of the writer, as the Presbyterian 
of the West, sensibly remarked, is not in what 
is said, but in what was left unsaid. This fault 
would have been a very grave one had the 
subject of subscription to the Confession been 
under discussion, and had the above proposi- 


_ tion been put forth as the whole rule in regard 


to it. The remark, however, was merely inci- 
dental and illustrative. To show the impossibil- 
ity of our agreeing on a commentary on the 
whole Bible, we referred to the fact that there 
are propositions in the Confession of Faith in 
which we are not agreed. Does any man deny 
this? If not, where is the harm of saying it? 
Are we living in a false show? Are we pre- 
tending to adopt a principle of subscription, 
which in fact we neither act on for ourselves, 
nor dream of enforcing on others? Or are we 
so little certain of our own ground that we 
are afraid that our enemies will take advan- 
tage of us, and proclaim aloud that we have 
come over to them. 


If we really understand ourselves, and are 
satisfied of the soundness of our principles, the 
more out-spoken we are the better; better for 
our own self-respect, and for the respect and 
confidence of others towards us. If the Chris- 
tian public, and especially those who have gone 
out from us, hear us asserting a principle or 
rule of subscription which they know we do 
not adopt, it will be hard for them to believe 
both in our intelligence and _ sincerity. 


The question put to every candidate for 
ordination in our Church, is in these words: 
“Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Con- 
fession of Faith of this Church, as containing 
the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures?” Jt is plain that a very serious re- 
sponsibility before God and man is assumed 
by those who return an affirmative answer to 
that question. It is something more than 
ordinary falsehood, if our inward convictions 
do not correspond with a profession made in 
presence of the Church, and as the condition 
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of our receiving authority to preach the Gospel. 
In such a case we lie not only unto man, but 
unto God; because such professions are of the 
nature of a vow, that is, a promise or profes- 
sion made to God. | | 


It is no less plain that the candidate has 
no right to put his own sense upon the words 
propounded to him. He has no right to select 
from all possible meanings which the words 
may bear, that particular sense which suits 
his purpose, or which, he thinks, will save his 
conscience. It is well known that this course 
has been openly advocated, not only by the 
Jesuits, but by men of this generation, in this 
country and in Europe. 1 


The “chemistry of thought,” it is said, can 
make all creeds alike. Men have boasted that 
they could sign any creed. To a man in a 
balloon the earth appears a plane, all in- 
equalities on its surface being lost in the dis- 
tance. And here is a philosophic elevation from 
which all forms of human belief look alike. 
They are sublimated into general formulas, 
which include them all and distinguish none. 
Professor Newman, just before his open apos- 
tasy, published a tract in which he defended 
his right to be in the English Church while 
holding the doctrines of the Church of Rome. 
He claimed for himself and others the privilege 
of signing the Thirty-nine articles in a “non- 
natural sense”; that is, in the sense which he 
chose to put upon the words. This shocks 


the common sense and the common honesty 


of men. There is no need to argue the matter. 
The turpitude of such a principle is much more 
clearly seen intuitively than discursively. 


The two principles which, by the common 
consent of all honest men, determine the in- 
terpretation of oaths and professions of faith, 
are first, the plain, historical meaning of the 
words; and secondly, the animus imponentis, 
that is, the intention of the party imposing the 
oath or requiring the profession. The words, 
therefore, “system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scriptures,” are to be taken in their plain, 
historical sense. A man is not at liberty to 
understand the words “Holy Scriptures’ to 
mean all books written by holy men, because 
although that interpretation might consist with 
the signification of the words, it is incon- 
sistent with the historical meaning of the 
_ phrase. Nor can he understand them, as they 
would be understood by Romanists, as includ- 
ing the Apocrypha, because the words being 
used by the Protestant Church, must be taken 
in a Protestant sense. Neither can the candi- 
say that he means by “system of doctrine” 
Christianity as opposed to Mohammedanism, 
or. Protestantism, as opposed to Romanism, or 


the theology of the Reformed (i.e. Calvinistic) 
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evangelical Christianity, as distinguished from 


Churches, because the words being used by a 
Reformed Church must be understood in the 
sense which that Church is known to attach 
to them. 


If a man professes to receive the doctrine 
of the Trinity, the word must be taken in its 
Christian sense, the candidate cannot substi- 
tute for that sense the Sabellian idea of a modal 
Trinity, nor the philosophical trichotomy of 
Pantheism. And so of all other expressions 
which have a fixed historical meaning. Again, 
by the animus imponentis in the case contem- 
plated, is to be understood not the mind 
or intention of the ordaining bishop in the 
Episcopal Church, or of the ordaining presby- 


tery in the Presbyterian Church. It is the mind 


or intention of the Church, of which the bishop 
or the presbytery is the organ or agent. Should 
a Romanizing bishop in the Church of England 
give a “non-natural” sense to the Thirty-nine 
articles, that would not acquit the priest, who 
should sign them in that sense, of the crime 


of moral perjury; or should a presbytery give 


an entirely erroneous interpretation to the 
Westminster Confession, that would not justify 
a candidate for ordination in adopting it in 
that sense. The Confession must be adopted 
in the sense of the Church, into the service 
of which the minister, in virtue of that adop- 
tion is received. These are simple principles 
of honesty, and we presume they are universally 
admitted, at least so far as our Church 1s con- 
cerned. 


The question however is, What is the true 
sense of the phrase, “system of doctrine,” in our 
ordination service? or, What does the Church 
understand the candidate to profess, when he 
says that he “receives and adopts the Confes- 
sion of Faith of this Church as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scrip- 
tures”? There are three different answers given 
to that question. First, it is said by some that 
in adopting the “system of doctrine,” the can- 
didate is understood to adopt it, not in the 
form or manner in which it is presented in. 
the Confession, but only for “substance of doc- 
trine.”” The obvious objections to this view of 
the subject are: 


1. That such is not the meaning of the 
words employed. The two expressions or dec- 
larations, “I adopt the system of doctrine con- 
tained in the Confession of Faith,” and, “I 
adopt that system fdr substance of doctrine” 
are not identical. The one therefore cannot 
be substituted for the other. If there were 
no other difference between them, it is enough 
that the one is definite and univocal, the other 
is both vague and equivocal. The latter ex- 
pressions may have two very different mean- 
ings. By substance of doctrine may be meant 
the substantial doctrines of the Confession; 
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that is, those doctrines which give character to 
it as a distinctive confession of faith, and which 
therefore constitute the system of belief therein 
contained. Or it may mean the substance of 
the several doctrines taught in the Confession, 
as distinguished from the form in which they 
are therein presented. It will be at once per- 
ceived that these are very different things. ‘The 
substance or essence of a system of doctrines is 
the system itself. In this case, the essence of 
a thing is the whole thing. The essential doc- 
trines of Pelagianism are Pelagianism, and the 
essential doctrines of Calvinism. are Calvinism. 


But the substance of a doctrine is not the 
doctrine, any more than the substance of a 
man is the man. A man is given substance in 


a specific form; and a doctrine is a given truth | 


in a particular form. The substantial truth, 
included in the doctrine of original sin, is that 
human nature is deteriorated by the apostasy 
of Adam. The different forms in which this 
general truth is presented, make all the differ- 
ence, as to this point, between Pelagianism, 
Augustinianism, Romanism, and Arminianism. 
It is impossible, therefore, in matters of doc- 
trine, to separate the substance from the form. 
The form is essential to the doctrine, as much 
as the form of a statue is essential to the 
statue. (In adopting a system of doctrines, 
therefore, the candidate adopts a series of doc- 
trines in the specific form in which they are 
presented in that system.) ‘To say that he 
adopts the substance of those doctrines, leaves 
it entirely uncertain what he adopts. The first 
objection then to this view of the meaning of 
the phrase, “system of doctrine,” is, that it 
is contrary to the simple historical sense of 
the terms. What a man professes to adopt ts 
“the system of doctrine,’ not the substance of 
the doctrines embraced in that system. 


2. Another objection is, that it is contrary 
to the mind of the Church. The Church, in 
demanding the adoption of the Confession of 
Faith as containing the system of doctrine taught 


power and authority in the Church, being will- 
ing to receive one another as Christ has re- 
ceived us to the glory of God, and admit to 
fellowship in sacred ordinances, all such as we 
have grounds to believe Christ will at last admit 
to the kingdom of heaven, yet we are undoubt- 
edly obliged to take care that the faith once 
delivered to the saints be kept pure and un- 
corrupt among us, and so handed down to 
our posterity; and do therefore agree that all 
ministers of this Synod, or that shall thereafter 
be admitted into this Synod, shall declare their 
agreement in, and approbation of the Confession 
of Faith, with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
of the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, as 
being, in all the essential and necessary articles, 
good forms of sound words and systems of 
Christian doctrine, and do also adopt the said 
Confession and Catechisms as the confession of 
our faith. And we do also agree, that all 
Presbyteries within our bounds shall always 
take care not to admit any candidate of the 
ministry into the exercise of the.sacred func- 
tions, but that declares his agreement in opinion 
with all the essential and necessary articles of 
said Confession, either by subscribing the said 
Confession and Catechisms, or by a verbal dec- 
laration of their assent thereto as such minister 
or candidate shall think best. And in case any 
minister of this Synod, or any candidate for 
the ministry, shall have any scruple with re- 
spect to any article or articles of said Confes- 
sion or Catechisms, he shall at the time of mak- 
ing said declaration, declare his sentiments to 
the Presbytery or Synod, who shall, notwith- 
standing, admit him to the exercise of the 
ministry within our bounds, and to ministerial 
communion, if the Synod or Presbytery shall 
judge his scruple or mistake to be only about 
articles not essential and necessary in doctrine, 
worship, or government. But if the Synod or 
Presbytery shall judge such ministers or candi- 
dates erroneous in essential and _ necessary 
articles of faith, the Synod or Presbytery shall 
declare them incapable of communion with 
them. And the Synod do solemnly agree that 


_none of them will traduce or use any oppro- 
ee ar ious terms of those who differ from us in 


may choose to consider the substance of those 
doctrines. This is plain from the words used, 
which, as we have seen, in their plain import, 
mean something more, and something more 
specific and intelligible than the phrase “‘sub- 
stance of doctrine.” The mind of the Church 
on this point is rendered clear beyond dispute 
by her repeated official declarations on the sub- 
ject. The famous adopting act of the original 
Synod, passed in 1729, is in these words: “Al- 
though the Synod do not claim or pretend to 
any authority of imposing our faith on other 
men’s consciences, but do profess our just dis- 
satisfaction with, and abhorrence of such im- 
positions, and do utterly disclaim all legislative 
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extfa-essential and not necessary points of doc- 
trine, but treat them with the same friendship, 
kindness, and brotherly love, as if they did 


- not differ in such sentiment.” 


This fundamental act, passed in 1729, has 
never been either repealed or altered. It has 


on several occasions been interpreted and re- 


affirmed, but it has never been abrogated, ex- 
cept so far as it was merged in the readoption 
of the Confession and Catechisms at the forma- 
tion of our present Constitution, in the year 
1788. ‘This important document teaches, first: 
That in our Church the terms of Christian 
communion are competent knowledge, and a 
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creditable profession of faith and repentance. 
The Synod, say they, “admit to fellowship in 
sacred ordinances, all such as we have grounds 
to believe Christ will at last admit to the king- 
dom of heaven.” Second: That the condition 
of ministerial communion is the adoption of 
the system of doctrine contained in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith and Catechisms. 
This is expressed by saying: “We adopt the 
said Confession and Catechisms as the confes- 
sion of our faith.” For this is substituted as 
an equivalent form of expression, “agreement 


in opinion with all the essential and necessary . 


articles of said Confession.”’ That is, “all the 
essential and necessary articles” of the system 
of doctrine contained in the Confession. Third: 
That the only exceptions allowed to be taken 
were such as related to matters outside that 
system of doctrine, and the rejection of which 
left the system in its integrity. That this is 
the true meaning and intent of the act is plain, 
first, because the Synod in 1730 expressly de- 
clared, “That they understand those clauses 
that respect the admission of entrants or can- 
didates,.in such sense as to oblige them to 
receive and adopt the Confession and Cate- 
chisms at their admission, in the same manner, 
and as fully as the members of the Synod did, 
that were then present. 


3. Not only are the plain meaning of the 
words, and the animus imponentis opposed to 
the interpretation of the ordination service now 
under consideration, but that interpretation 
is liable to the further objection, that the 
phrase “substance of doctrine” has no definite 
assignable meaning. What the substance of any 
given doctrine is cannot be historically ascer- 
tained or authenticated. No one knows what a 
man professes, who professes to receive only 
the substance of a doctrine, and therefore, this 
mode of subscription vitiates the whole intent 
and value of a confession. Who can tell what 
is the substance of the doctrine of sin? Does 
the substance include all the forms under which 
the doctrine has been, or can be held, so that 
whoever holds any one of these forms, holds 
the substance of the doctrine? If one man says 
that nothing is sin but the voluntary trans- 
gression of known law; another, that men are 
responsible only for their purposes to the ex- 
clusion of their feelings; another, that an act 
to be voluntary, and therefore sinful, must be 
deliberate and not impulsive; another, that 
sin is merely limitation or imperfect develop- 
ment; another, that sin exists only for us and 
in our consciousness, and not in the sight of 
God; another, that sin is any want of con- 
formity in state, feeling, or act, to the law of 
God; do all these hold the substance of the 
doctrine? What is the substance of the doc- 
trine of redemption? The generic idéa of re- 
demption, in the Christian sense of the word, 
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may be said to be the deliverance of men from 
sin and its consequences by Jesus Christ. Does 
every man who admits that idea hold the sub. . 
stance of the doctrine as presented in our Con. 
fession? If so, then it matters not whether we 
believe that that deliverance is effected by the 
example of Christ, or by his doctrine, or by 
his power, or by the moral impression of his 
death on the race or the universe, or by his 
satisfying the justice of God, or by his incarna- 


‘tion exalting our nature to a higher power. 


The same remark may be made in reference 
to all the other distinctive doctrines of the 
Confession. 

4. This system has been tried and found 
to produce the greatest disorder and _ conten- 
tion. Men acting on the principle of receiving 
the Confession for substance of doctrine, have 
entered the ministry in our Church, who de- 
nied ‘the doctrine of imputation, whether of 
Adam’s sin or of Christ’s righteousness; the 
doctrine of the derivation of a sinful depravity 
of nature from our first parents; of inability; 
of effacious grace; of a definite atonement; that 
is, of an atonement having any such special ref- 
erence to the elect, as to render their salvation 
certain. In short, while professing to receive 
“the system of doctrine’ contained in the West- 
minster Confession and Catechisms, they have 
rejected almost every doctrine which gives that 
system its distinctive character. It was this prin- 
ciple more than any other cause, and probably 
more than all other causes combined that led 
to the division of our Church in 1838, and it 
must produce like disasters should it again be 
brought into practical application among us. 

What every minister of our Church is bound 
to do is to declare that he “receives and adopts 


.the Confession of Faith of this Church as con- 


taining the system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scriptures.” The words “system of doc- 
trine’ have a fixed, historical incaning. The 
objection that it is an open question, what 
doctrines belong to the system and what do 
not, and therefore if the obligations be limited 
to the adoption of the system, it cannot be 
known what doctrines are received and what 
are rejected, is entirely unfounded. If the ques- 
tion, “What is the system of doctrine taught 
by the Reformed Churches?” be submitted to 
a hundred Romanists, to a hundred Lutherans, 
to a hundred members of the Church of Eng- 
land, or to a hundred sceptics, if intelligent 
and candid, they would all give precisely the 
same answer. 

There is not the slightest doubt or dispute 
among disinterested scholars as to what doc- - 
trines do, and what do not belong to the faith 
of the Reformed. The Westminster Confes- 
sion contains three distinct classes of doctrines. 
First, those common to all Christians, which 
are summed up in the ancient creeds, the Apos- 
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tles’, the Nicene and the Athanasian, which are 
adopted by all Churches. Secondly, those which 
are common to all Protestants, and by which 


they are distinguished from Romanists. 


Thirdly, those which are peculiar to the Re- 
formed Churches, by which they are distin- 
guished, on the one hand, from the Lutherans, 
and on the other from the Remonstrants, or 
Arminians, and other sects of later historical 
origin. Krom the Lutherans the Reformed were 
distinguished principally by their doctrine on 
the sacraments, and from the Arminians, by 
the five characteristic points of Augustinianism, 
rejected by the Remonstrants, and affirmed at 
the Synod of Dort by all the Reformed Churches, 
viz: those of Switzerland, Germany, France, 


England and Scotland, as well as of Holland. 


What those points are everybody knows. First. 


‘The doctrine of the imputation of Adam’s sin, 


i.e., that the sin of Adam is the judicial ground 
of the condemnation of his race so that their 
being born in sin is the penal consequence of 
his transgression. Secondly, The doctrine of 
the sinful, innate depravity of nature, whereby 
we are indisposed, disabled, and made opposite 
to all good. Therefore there can be no self- 
conversion, no cooperation with the grace of 


God in regeneration, as the Arminians taught, 
and no election not to resist as the Lutherans 


affirmed. With this doctrine of absolute in- 


ability consequently is connected that of ef- . 


ficacious, as opposed to merely preventing and 
assisting grace. Thirdly. The doctrine that 


as Christ came in the execution of the covenant. 


of redemption, in which his people were prom- 
ised to him as his reward, his work had a 
special reference to them, and rendered their 
salvation certain. Fourthly, The doctrine of 
gratuitous, personal election to eternal life; and, 
Fifthly, The doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints. It is a matter of history that these doc- 
trines constitute the distinguishing doctrines of 
the Reformed Churches. And, therefore, any 
man who receives these several classes of doc- 
trine (viz.: those common to all Christians, 
those common to all Protestants, and _ those 


peculiar to the Reformed Churches,) holds 


in its integrity the system of doctrine contained 
in the Westminster Confession. This is all 
that he professes to do when he adopts that 
Confession in the form prescribed in our Con- 
stitution. A man is no more at liberty to con- 
struct a system of theology for himself, and call 
it the system contained in the Confession of 


- Faith, than he is authorized to spin a system 


of philosophy out of his head, and call it 
Platonism. The first argument, therefore, in 
favor of this interpretation of our ordination 
service 1s that it is in accordance with the literal, 
established meaning of the words, and attaches 
to them a definite meaning, so that everyone 


knows precisely what the candidate professes. 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 10 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice In Government 


Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 17:14-20; II Samuel 23:1-8; I Kings 2:1-4; Amos 5:11-15; 


| Romans 13:1-8 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 


We cannot expect perfection in government until the King returns in glory to set up His Kingdom. 
Isaiah gives us several beautiful pictures of that time. One of these is our Devotional Reading for 
today, in which we have these familiar verses so often read at Christmas time: “For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 


shall be called Wonderful; Counsellor, the Mi 


Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 


We do expect a certain amount of Justice 
in Government, and we have a right to expect 
that our rulers and ruling bodies will treat 
all our citizens fairly. The Prophets had a 
great deal to say to the rulers of Judah and 
Israel in regard to this matter of justice. Under 
the Theocracy God was Ruler and Judge but 
certain men like Moses and Joshua were given 
positions of authority, and under them, there 
were minor officials. God, the Judge of all 
the earth, commanded these men to be just 
in administering the laws of the land. 


I. Judges and Officers: Deuteronomy 16:18-20. 


These minor officials were to judge the peo- 
ple with just judgment. We remember that at 
first Moses tried to take care of all this, but 
he was persuaded by Jethro and also command- 
ed of God to appoint these men to look after 
all the smaller cases and leave Moses to settle 
the more difficult matters. In these verses Moses 
is telling these men the command of God as to 
their conduct in office. They are never to 
wrest judgment, nor have respect of persons, 
or take a gift, for a gift blinds the eyes of the 
wise. They are to never pervert the words 
of the righteous, but be absolutely just. 


When there is doubt as to the integrity of 
our judges our whole system of government 
is in danger, for our judges have the last word 
to say and the nine men who compose our 
Supreme Court can decide finally any case that 
comes to them. How important to have the 
best men and wisest men on this court. Then 
in the other courts it is very vital to have men 
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ghty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


above all suspicion for many cases never get 
beyond the lower courts. In many respects the 
judicial branch of our government is the most 
important part. Congress can pass laws, but 
the courts apply these laws to our people. 


II. The King: What sort of man is he to be? 

“ Deuteronomy 17:14-20. 

It was not until Samuel’s time that Israel 
demanded a king. Gideon refused to be a king. 
Moses was a prophet and he foresaw that the 
people would demand a king. He sets forth 
here some of the qualifications. Think of how 
nearly all the kings failed to live up to these 


specifications. 


The king was to be one of their own brethren, 
never a stranger. He was to be chosen of God. 
He was not to multiply horses to himself. 


(Solomon violated this). Neither shall he mul- 


tiply wives (Solomon and David violated this) . 
He was to have a copy of the book of the law 
(few of them paid any attention to this). He 
was to read this book of the law that he might 
not be proud and might observe to do the — 
commands of the Book. 


These commands are applicable today. Even 
where we elect our rulers they should take 
heed to themselves and not be lifted up (get 
the “big head”) but read and follow the Bible. 
May God give us such men! Some of the kings 


were good and some bad, and it is this way 


today. A God-fearing King or President is a 
blessing to the land: others can be a curse. It 
was true in Israel; it is true today. 


III. Blessing of a Good King: II Samuel 23:1-8. 

David, far from perfect, was nevertheless a 
king after God’s own heart. He never swerved 
in his loyalty to his God. There is not a trace 
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of idolatry in David. He sinned grievously but 
he repented sincerely. His greatest virtue was 
his love for his God and his loyalty to him. 
We see his faith and love and loyalty in the 
many Psalms which he wrote. 


His words here are very beautiful: The God 
of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me. 
He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling 
in the fear of God. David on the whole was 


such a man. “And he shall be as the light of © 


the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morn- 
ing without clouds; as the tender grass spring- 
ing out of the earth by clear shining after 
rain.” 


A good king, a good ruler, brings a rich 
blessing upon the land. We see this illustrated 
in some of the kings of Judah. One of the most 
outstanding examples of such a blessing, is the 
long reign of Queen Victoria of England. That 
country reached the height of her glory under 
this Christian Queen. The words of David are 
truly applicable to her and to her reign. It 
was also a blessing to the whole world for 
we had peace and good will as a whole. Glad- 


stone helped to make it a glorious era for 


England and the world. 


IV. David’s Charge to Solomon: I Kings 2:1-4. 


David’s time came to die and he charged 
Solomon his son. First ,he exhorted him to be 
strong and show himself a man. Then he 
charged him to keep the charge of the Lord 
and walk in his ways, that it might be well 
with him and that God would establish his 
word with David that there shall not fail thee 
a man on the throne of David. 


We know that Solomon failed. He departed 
from God and the kingdom was divided when 
his son Rehoboam took the throne. _ Israel 
reached the peak of glory under Solomon, but 
the seeds of unrest were planted by him, for 
he oppressed the people and became an apostate. 
He seems to have come back to God in his 
latter years. If he had followed in the footsteps 
of David and taken his advice his reign would 
have been a glorious one. He allowed his 
heathen wives, “outlandish women” to turn his 
heart from God. He was not true to God 
as David had been. 


V. Solomon’s Wise Choice: 1 Kings 3:1-14. 


Solomon begin wisely and well. When God 
appeared to him at Gibeon and said, Ask what 
I shall give thee, he asked for a splendid thing, 
“Give therefore thy servant an understanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may discern 
between good and bad.” God was very much 
pleased with his answer and promised him 
wisdom and also riches and honour. Then he 
tells him that “if thou wilt walk in my ways 
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and keep my commandments, as thy father 
David did walk, then I will lengthen thy 
days.” As we have seen, Solomon did not walk 
as David walked. He got wisdom, riches and 
honour, but he departed from God and brought 
a curse upon the land. It is somewhat puzzling 
to understand how such a wise man could be 
guilty of such folly. After all, wisdom is not a 


_ substitute for goodness. It is better to be good 


than wise. 


VI. Mighty Sins: Amos 5:11-15. 


Let us notice some of these sins. First, 


oppression of the poor, “your treading is “ge 


the poor, and ye take from him burdens of 
wheat: ye have built houses of hewn stone, 
but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted 
pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine 
of them.” This is still one of the sins of gov- 
ernments. Their transgressions were manifold 
and their sins mighty. They afflict the just, 
they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor 
in the gate from their right. Jnjustice was their 


next great sin. 


Hate the evil, and love the good, and estab- 
lish judgment in the gate. This was the pro- 
posed remedy. There must be a real repentance 
and hatred of evil. How America needs this 
exhortation today! We are in love with sin. 
We seem to turn this around: we love the evil 
and hate the good. This is not true of all of 
us, but it is true of entirely too many in our 
land. We need to Repént, to turn from our 
wicked ways. 3 


VII. Subjection to Authority: Romans 13:1-8. 


Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. Paul lived when Rome ruled the world 
and some Roman emperors and officials were 
very bad men. Yet 1 does not encourage 
disobedience or rebellion. He says not a word 
about overthrowing such a government. He 
accepts these rulers as being ordained of God. 
God is Sovereign and if He allows wicked men 
to rule for a time, then we are to be in sub- 
jection to them. This is the clear teaching of 
these verses. | 


As a whole even bad government is better 
than no government; anarchy. Even evil rulers 
are not a terror to good works but to evil. 
Usually bad rulers respect good people. This 
is not always the case, but law and order re- | 
quires these officers to be a terror to evil 
workers. They sometimes persecute the good, 


'for they persecuted the Christians, but Paul 


is stating a general principle, that officers of 
the law are looking for evil men. 


We are not only to be in subjection but we 
are to pay our taxes. It costs to keep law and 
order and we are to support those in authority. 
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We grumble a great deal about taxes and we 


often see where tax money is wasted, but as 


good citizens we are to be honest, even if those 
in authority are dishonest. We are to give 


tribute to whom tribute is due. We are to 


honor the office a man holds even when we 
cannot honor the man. 

Here, as everywhere, love is the guiding prin- 
ciple. If we love our country we will be law- 


abiding citizens giving no occasion for those 


who rule over us to accuse us of disloyalty. 


In these troublous times these are safe and sane 
words of advice from the Apostle Paul. May 
we Christians be the best citizens in America. 
Our country needs our support and our prayers. 
There are those who would destroy our gov- 
ernment, and in spite of its faults, we believe 
it is the best form of government in the world. 


YOUNG PEOP 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 10 


Scripture — Ephesians 6:10-18 
Suggested Hymns: 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
“Work, For the Night Is Coming” 
“Christian, Dost Thou See Them?” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(This program presents the third financial 
objective for the year. It will be worthwhile 
to remind your young people of the two ob- 
jectives already considered, (1) new churches 
for Leopoldville in the Belgian Congo and 
(2) scholarship aid for Arab refugees. Whether 
you receive a special. offering for Bonhoeffer 
House or assign a part of your budget for this 
work, be sure to have a prayer of dedication 


_ for your gift, and remember to pray for the 


people who serve as leaders in the house and 
for the young German Christians who come 
there for help and inspiration.) 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


All of us are undoubtedly aware that Ger- 
many is a divided land. The settlement at the 
close of World War II created an Eastern Zone 
under control of Communist Russia and a 
Western Zone with British, French, and Ameri- 
can sectors. Sometimes it seems that there is 
almost as much difference between life in the 
two zones of the same land as there is between 
life in the United States and Russia. The 
city of Berlin is located in the Eastern, or Rus- 
sian, Zone, but the city itself is divided into 
two parts. The Western part of Berlin is an 
island of western culture surrounded by a 
communist state. The Bonhoeffer House, which 
is located in West Berlin, is itself like an island 
of unfettered Christianity to young German 
Christians who live under the watchful eye 
and strict rules of East German Communism. 


Our third financial objective of the year is 
to contribute to the support of Bonhoeffer 


House in West Berlin. Our speakers will de- 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Priority - East Germany 


scribe in greater detail the problems encoun- 
tered by Christian young people in a communist 
state and how the Bonhoeffer House can help 
to meet their spiritual needs. 

First Speaker: 

What would it be like to be a Christian young 
person in a communist country? The Rev. John 
ealey is well qualified to answer the question. 
Healey is a minister of the Presbyterian 

, U. S. A. For five years following World 
ar II Mr. and Mrs. Healey made their home 
in West Germany. Their “calling” there was 


to be mother and father to homeless German 


lads who were trying to learn a trade. They 
are called apprentice boys. Many of these boys 
had come from the Eastern Zone. For an 
up-to-date report, hear an excerpt from a letter 
written by Mr. Healey on June 23, 1958. 

“Just last week a young American pastor and 


his wife visited us in Paris. I questioned him - 


about recent news from the East Zone. He 
had been in East Berlin and had talked with 
some of the Christians there. He confirmed a 
fact I had known about, namely that the Com- 
munist regime in Eastern Germany is making 
an all-out effort to win the allegiance of the 
German young people. It is the practice in 
Germany for practically all young people to 
be confirmed in the Christian church at the 
age of 14 years. This practice still continues 
in the East Zone churches, but is being con- 
stantly attacked and undermined by the Com- 
munists. In place of the church confirmation 
ceremony the Communists have substituted a 
state allegiance ceremony (called “Jugend- 
weihe’’) in an attempt to convert the youth to 


Marxism. It is a well known fact that the 


young people who spurn the state ceremony 
and accept the church confirmation are dis- 
criminated against in the schools. That is, they 
receive low or failing marks, whereas the Com- 
munist youth are granted top scholastic honors. 
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(One of our apprentice boys said this had hap- 
pened to him!) The Communists are very 
clever about it, of course, and present a state 
ceremony which is almost identical to that of 
the church — the main difference being that 
of one’s final allegiance (the state or the Lord). 
Nevertheless they are having difficulty win- 
ning over the Christian young people who re- 
main true to their faith.” 


Second Speaker: 


Mr. Healey’s letter gives us an idea of what 
it costs to be a Christian in East Germany. 
Such knowledge makes us more appreciative 
of the freedom we have and of the Christian 
heritage which is ours. It also makes us want 
to do something to encourage and strengthen 
those young German Christians who are re- 
maining true to their faith. In supporting the 
work of Bonhoeffer House in Berlin we have 
an opportunity. to do that something. 


Bonhoeffer House is named for Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a famous pastor, writer, and martyr 
of the Nazi regime. The house is open to young 
Christians who are permitted, from time to 


time, to cross over from Communist country 
into West Berlin for short visits. It is not mere- 
ly a place to obtain food and shelter, although 
that is important. There is inspiration and 
Christian instruction to be had which serves 
not only to strengthen the faith of the visitor 
but to supply his heart and mind with truth 
and comfort to share with Christian friends 
on the other side of the Iron Curtain. © 


We cannot send missionaries to East Ger- 
many, but we can provide inspiration for the 
Christians who already live there, and they 
can carry the Good News to their people. At 
present, the Communists are fairly lenient about 
allowing young people to cross over into West 
Berlin. We do not know when the policy will 
change. Now is the only sure time for us to 
be bearing witness through the ministry of 
the Bonhoeffer House. Let us be glad for this 
opportunity to uphold the hands of Christians 
in Communist Germany, and let us pray that 


our gifts will be used to make their faith 


strong. 


Prayer of Dedication 


NEWS 


WORLD MISSION RECEIPTS 


Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 1,634,242.48 


Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1958 36.07 % 


Balance needed for 1958 2,895,757.52 


The General Fund and 


Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
January 16 - June 30, 1958 


The General Fund Agencies 
Budget for 1958 
Receipts to date 


$1,120,151.00 
229,275.60 


Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 20.46 7% 
Balance needed for the year $890,875.40 


Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1958 $28,314.00 
Receipts to date 6,995.19 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date - 24.70% 
Balance needed for the year $21,318.81 
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Meeting of Board of Church Extension 


Atlanta, Ga. — (PN) — The Board of Church 
Extension, meeting at the Presbyterian Center 
here in July, announced that the Board’s receipts 
for its work during 1958 are currently running 
oi te ahead of receipts during a similar period 
of 1957. 


Mr. G. B. Strickler, treasurer of the Board, 
stated that the percentage of increase has con- 
tinued to climb throughout the year, but that 
the percentage trails far behind the budgeted 
increase approved by the General Assembly of 
1957. The budget of the Board, as the result of 
the addition to its work of a new Division of 
Homes and Christian Welfare, and the Assembly- 
wide boost of 20% in the benevolence budget 
approved by the General Assembly of 1957, is 
approximately 27% higher in 1958 than in 1957, 
the treasurer explained. 


Actual receipts from living donors, Mr. Strick-— 
ler reported, were $378,000 through June 1. 


Increases were also reported in the total funds 
for building loans, which the Board makes to 
churches of the denomination as funds are avail- 
able. This fund now totals $1,511,561, an in- 
crease of $13,600, as result of interest earned. 
Of this amount, $1,183,583 is already on loan, 
$162,000 is ear-marked for loans approved but 
not yet closed. Only $165,977 is available for 
loans, and some of this was used when the Board 
approved 15 new loans, some of them among 
those tentatively approved and awaiting closure. 


In other important actions, the Board re- 
elected as its chairman Dr. Ben Lacy Rose,. of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. Dr. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


* 
° 
XN 
Wy 
> @, | 
A | 


Warner Hall of Charlotte, N. C., Covenant Pres- 
_pbyterian Church, was elected vice-chairman. 


A feature of the Board meeting was the pres- 
entation of the first formal report of the new 
Division of Homes and Christian Welfare. Dr. 
Edward Grant of Baton Rouge, La., chairman of 
the Division, presented the report which outlined 
the progress made in efforts to establish the 
Divisional staff, and defined the philosophy and 
function of the new Division. The report was 
approved by the Board. 


Employment of a consultant to the Division 
had been announced at an earlier meeting of 
the Board, and Dr. Grant presented Dr. Alan 
Keith-Lucas of Chapel Hill, N. C., to the Board 
as the consultant. Since the beginning of his 
association with the Board as consultant, Dr. 
Keith-Lucas has been named a member of the 
Board by the General Assembly, so was reporting 
in a dual capacity as one serving the Board tem- 
porarily in advisory capacity, and as one working 
within the Division to set up the -staff of the 
Division. 

The statement of philosophy declares, in part: 


©The Division of Homes and Christian Welfare 
is an agency of the General Assembly assisting 
Synods and Presbyteries in planning services for 
children, older people and other groups for which 
they wish to provide Church-sponsored social serv- 
ice. 


“The Division accepts completely the desirability 
of the complete synodical or presbyterial owner- 
ship, control and support of these services which 
now exist, as indicated by existing charters and 
by-laws of individual institutions; it believes firm- 
ly in the principle that consultation to be of 
value must be desired and that the right to 
act as consultant must be earned; it in no way 
desires to be the sole source of consultation for 
those to whom its services are offered or to 
duplicate services that are more readily or more 
efficiently obtained elsewhere. At the same time 
it is available to groups anywhere in the church 
seeking assistance, counsel, studies, information, or 
an organization through which their common prob- 
lems may be considered or given expression.’ 


The statement defined the possible functions 
of the Division as providing consultation to church 


groups wishing to set up, expand, or re-think 
programs for children, older persons, or those © 


in need of nursing care; making studies of needs 
for such services or the current programs being 
carried on; maintaining research and informations 
al files on this field; aiding in arranging con- 
ferences and workshops in the field; working with 


Church courts, trustees, and other concerned 


groups toward establishment of standards for such 
homes and programs; working with seminaries and 
training nt st in training personnel for such 
work and in encouraging persons to become in- 
terested in it; working with church papers and 
other publications, and producing pamphlets, books 
and other materials to interpret the Church’s work 
in this field; exploring means for obtaining bet- 
ter trained personnel; acting as the representative 
within the General Assembly for matters con- 
cerning those who operate or work with such 
homes and programs; and collecting statistical ma- 
terial for proper interpretation of this work. 


Another major action was taken when the Board 
voted approval of a $200,000 working fund for 
the use of the Division of Evangelism and the 
Centennial Committee of the General Assembly. 
The fund will be used to advance the cause of 
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the chief emphasis for the 1961 Centennial Year, 
when the Church will put its emphasis on evange- 
lism. The fund will be used in intensified evan- 
gelism education through conferences and work- 
shops, through the preparation of special evan- 
gelistic films for use in churches and possibly 
on television, preparation of special study books, 
etc. The Centennial Committee has already de- 
termined that a special offering that will be taken 
during the Centennial Year will go to aid reformed 
churches around the world, and to strengthen the 


- evangelistic out-reach of the Presbyterian Church, 


U.S. The $200,000 working fund will make avail- 
able to the Division of Evangelism and the Cen- 
tennial Committee funds with which to do the 
work outlined prior to the receipt of the offering. 


Study of Ministry to Industrial Workers, which 
the General Assembly of 1958 asked the Board 
to undertake, after the Assembly had received a 
number of overtures asking that the Board set 
up a Division for work in this area, was assigned 


to a special committee. The committee has rep- 


resentatives from the Board itself, from its staff, 
and from the Church at large. Included are Board 
members Dr. Ben L. Rose, the Rev. William Brown, 
and the Rev. J. Davison Philips; staff members, 
Mr. Hal Hyde and Dr. James Carr; and members 
at large, Dr. William Anderson, Richmond; the 
Rev. Sidney Anderson, Columbia Seminary, Deca- 
pe — the Rev. Henry Quinius, Austin Seminary, 
ustin. 


Another overture referred by the Assembly to 


the Board, concerned the possibility of enlarging 
the boundaries of the Church, reaching outside 
the states in which it presently works. This mat- 
ter was docketed for discussion by the Board 
in November, and the chairman of the Board was 
— to have information and tentative proposals 
ready. 


The Board also took special note of the work 
of Miss Lois Calhoun, Sunday Schoo] Extension 
worker, who has worked in this field for 13 years. 


She has been instrumental in organizing more 
than 30 churches and chapels during this period. 


A special article on her accomplishments is being 
prepared for publication, the Board was told. 


KNOXVILLE PRESBYTERY — 
SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 


The Presbytery of Knoxville met in its Stated 
Summer meeting in the Chattanooga Valley Pres- 


_byterian Church, Route 3, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


The Church, however, is located in Georgia. This 
was the first time Presbytery met in this new 
church, and all were delighted with the building 
and the gracious hospitality of the people. Rev. 
C. E. Gammon, D.D., pastor of the Central 
Church, Chattanooga, was elected Moderator. Rev. 
Charles Burton was the host pastor. 


Three young men were taken under the care 
of Presbytery as Candidates for the Gospel min- 
istry:—W. Donald Munson, Jr., from the Lookout 
Mountain Church; Arthur Harry Pflug, also from 
the Lookout Mountain Church, and Edward Hen- 
eger from the Knoxville First Church. This makes 
28 young men under the care and oversight of 


our Presbytery. 


Rev. James D. Newsome was received from 
the Presbytery of Southwest Georgia and a com- 
mission was appointed to install him as pastor 
of the Mars Hill Church, Athens, Tennessee. 


Three young men came before Presbytery seek- 
ing Ordination. The examinations were approved 
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and commissions were appointed to ordain and 
install them. They were: Mr. Harry Hassall, who 
accepted the call of the Concord Church; Mr. 
Harry Philips, who accepted the call of the River- 
mont Church (This Church was organized in Chat- 
tanooga less than a year ago); Mr. Horace Tyler, 
who accepted the call of the Fairview Church, 
Chattanooga. 


Rev. «C. McCoy Franklin resigned from two 
of his churches, Madisonville and Center, in order 
that he might accept the call of the First Church, 
Lenoir City. This is another new church. He was 
installed pastor there on July 13th. The Center 
Church has called the Rev. William Childress for a 
part of his time, and he will be installed pasto 


there. 

At a recent called meeting of Presbytery, Li- 
centiate James Morrison was examined and a com- 
mission was appointed to ordain him. This was 
done on June 29th. 


D. R. Greenhoe, S. C. 


Bristol—King College graduate Samuel Jackson 
Cartledge of Decatur, Ga., son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Samuel A. Cartledge of Columbia Theological 
Seminary, has been awarded a Danforth Graduate 
Fellowship, according to an announcement from 
Dr. Kenneth I. Brown of the Danforth Foundation. 


Some sixty such fellowships were awarded this 
year by the Danforth Foundation to young men 
preparing for college teaching. Selection was made, 
according to the Foundation, “on the basis of out- 
standing academic ability, personality congenial 
to the classroom, and integrity and character, in- 
eluding serious inquiry within the Christian tra- 


dition.”’ 
Mr. Cartledge plans to begin work toward his 


doctorate in Romance Languages this fall at Yale 
University. He was graduated with honors from 


King College, Bristol, Tenn., in 1955, and has 


this spring completed his tour of duty with the 
U. S. Army in Frankfurt, Germany. 


Mr. Cartledge’s fellowship is the fifth award 
won in nation-wide competition by King College 
graduates and faculty this spring. Earlier an- 
nouncements included the Woodrow Wilson Fel- 
lowship awarded to Mr. Leonard H. Gibbs, In- 
structor in Biology and 1957 graduate of King; 
a Leopold Schepp Foundation Scholarship to Miss 
Virginia Glenn, 1954 graduate and Assistant Pro- 
fessor of History; a Rockefeller Brothers Theo- 
logical Fellowship to Mr. Calvin McLaughlin of 
Rogersville, Tenn., who was graduated in June; 
and a Danforth Teachers’ Grant to William C. 
Robinson, Jr., Professor of Bible at King. Mr. 
Gibbs will study at Harvard, Mr. McLaughlin and 
Mr. Robinson at Yale, and Miss Glenn at Johns 
Hopkins University or the University of North 
Carolina. 


FLORIDA 


Miami — (PN) — Ground was broken July 
13 for one of the most modernistic church build- 
ings in South Florida by the congregation of St. 
John’s Presbyterian Church. 


The plant will be constructed in three stages. 
First to be built will be a chapel seating 350 
worshipers and an educational wing accomodat- 
ing 250. Later construction will consist of an 
additional educational wing and office space. In 
the final stage of construction will be the main 
sanctuary seating 600 persons. 
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The first unit will be erected at a cost of 
about $165,000. All the buildings are to be air. 
conditioned. Work on the first section is to be 
completed this fall. 


St. John’s Presbyterian Church was founded in 
1926 and has 330 members. The Rev. Sterling 
Hunter, pastor, turned the first ground for the 
new building during the ceremony. 


The new chapel will have V-shaped, precast 
column sections supporting a concrete roof. Dia- 
mond filler panels of cement enamel and glass 
will be so designed that they may be removed at 
a later date and replaced with stained glass panels. 
The interior of the chapel will have the appear- 
ance of a vaulted cathedral. The end walls will 
be of brick... Wood lattice screens will be at the 
altar and wood panelling at the rear. 


_ A precast, prestressed concrete pylon in front 
of the chapel will hold carillon bells. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) — Dr. Rual W. Stephens, an 
elder in the Morningside Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, has been med new Atlanta deputy 
school superinte . Dr. Stephens is presently 
superintendent of school area 6 in this city. 


A. C. Latimer, president of the Atlanta Board 


of Education who made the announcement, said, 


“The board wants formally to emphasize instruc- 
tion and curriculum. We feel that Dr. Stephens 
is the best qualified man to build up our instruc- 
tion program.”’ 


Dr. Stephens was formally nominated by Miss 
Ira Jarrell, city school superintendent, and the 
nomination was confirmed by the board. 


The new deputy superintendent will fill a 
remaining year and a half term of Dr. Kenneth 
Williams who resigned last November to become 
president of Ocala Florida Junior College. 


Dr. Stephens is a native of Lawrenceburg, Tenn., 
where he has taught in elementary and high 
schools. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Mid- 
Tennessee State College; a master’s degree in 
arts from Peabody College and a master’s in 
education from the University of Georgia. 


He joined the Atlanta school system in 1937 
as mathematics teacher. 


In 1942 he entered the U. S. Air Force, after 
which he returned to teach mathematics and social 
studies at an Atlanta high school. He became 
counselor at Henry Grady High School in 1949 
and principal of the school in 1950. He became 
superintendent of Area 6, his present position, 
when the area was formed in 1956. . 


Dr. Stephens is a member of the American Edu- 
cation Research Association and a member of 
the National Council for Better Schools. 


His wife is head of the mathematics department 
at Murphy High School in Atlanta. The Stephens 
have two sons. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton — Presbyterian Junior College has an- 
nounced the appointment of Charles G. Jackson, 
of Bolivar, Ohio, as professor of Sociology and 
Bible. He will be head of the department of 
Sociology. Mr. Jackson, accompanied by Mrs. 
Jackson and their young son have already arrived 
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in Maxton and are living in the house previously 
occupied by Professor Koesy. 


Mr. Jackson is the son of a Presbyterian min- 
ister. His father is now secretary of the Board 


of Trustees of Westminster College in New Wil- — 


mington, Pa. Mr. Jackson graduated from West- 
minster College in 1952. He studied one summer 
at the University of Pittsburgh, and received his 


M. A. degree from the University of North Caro-. 


lina in 1958. He attended Pittsburgh Zenia Theo- 
logical Seminary 1953-57, with success in his 
studies. He has taught American Government, 
World History, Economics, Sociology, Spanish, 
American History, and English at the secondary 


level. His hobbies are wood-working and garden- 


ing. In college he played football and soccer, and 
took part in track. He is a member of Phi Alpha 
Theta and Alpha Sigma Phi. Mrs. Jackson is a 
graduate in music. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Washington — Dr. James DeForest Murch has 
been appointed managing editor of Christianity 
Today, international journal with the largest circu- 
lation of any magazine directed to the Protestant 
ministry. 


Murch, for 13 years the editor of United Evan- 
gelical Action, will assume his new duties Sep- 
tember 1. His appointment fills a_ post vacant 
since April, 1957, when Larry Ward resigned as 
managing editor to work with World Vision, Inc. 


Prior to his association with United Evangelical 
Action, official organ of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Murch was editorial secretary of 
Standard Publishing Company in Cincinnati. 


He holds the M. A. from the University of Cin- 
cinnati and the A. B. from Ohio University, plus 
an honorary doctorate from Northwest Christian 


College, Eugene, Oregon. 


Murch is a past president of National Religious 
Broadcasters and the National Sunday School As- 
sociation. 


He is an ordained Disciples of Christ minister 


and author of several books, including “Coopera- 


tion Without Compromise.” 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Orange Presbytery. At the request of Rev. J. A. 
McIntyre the pastoral relations between him and 
the Randolph Presbyterian Church of High Point 
have been dissolved as of July 15th and he was 
transferred to Fayetteville Presbytery where he 
becomes pastor of the Berea, Plainview and Provi- 
dence Churches. This action was taken by the 
Commission on the Minister and His Work, of 


which Mr. Harold P. Morrison is chairman. 


R. H. Stone, Stated Clerk 


- Presbytery of Albemarle — Russell B. Fleming, 
pastor of the West Haven Church of Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina, was dismissed by Albemarle Pres- 
bytery to Granville Presbytery to accept the 
call of the Western Boulevard Church in Raleigh. 

Pastoral relations have been dissolved between 
John E. Murray and the West New Bern Church, 
New Bern, North Carolina, in order that he 
may pursue further studies. 


Kings Mountain — (PN) — The Rev. P. D. 
Patrick, for more than 23 years pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church here, and also pastor of 
Dixon Presbyterian Church, has resigned effective 
September 1, to become field representative of 
Columbia Theological Seminary. 
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Charlotte — (PN) — B. F. Matthews, Vice- 
President and Secretary of Belk Brothers Com- 
pany, Charlotte, and for 50 years an elder in 
the Presbyterian Church, died while on vacation 
at Myrtle Beach, S. C., July 2. 


Mr. Matthews was a member of Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church here, where the funeral was 
held on July 4th. 


The son of the late W. M. and Sarah Houston 
Matthews, Mr. Matthews began his 60-year career 
with Belk Stores when he was 16 years old. He 
was founder of the boys’ department of Belk 
Store, and was considered one of the South’s 
authorities on men’s and boy’s clothing. Only 
this past May, Mr. Matthews completed a tour 
of the Belk Department Store chain between Char- 
lotte and Paris, Texas. 


He entered the mercantile business as a pro- 


tege of the late William Henry Belk, founder of 


the chain of nearly 400 Belk Stores. 


A brother, the late J. Houston Matthews, oper- 
ated the Belk Store in Gastonia, N. C.; another 
brother William McGill Matthews was treasurer 


of the Charlotte store; and Henry Matthews, an- 


— brother is manager of the store in Macon, 
a. 


Mr. Matthews had served as president of the 
Charlotte Merchants Association, was chairman of 
the Home Federal Savings and Loan Association, 
held an honorary lifetime membership in the Char- 
lotte Young Men’s Christian Association, was a 
Rotarian and a member of the Charlotte Cham- 


ber of Commerce. 


The veteran merchant died of a heart attack. 


Funeral services were conducted by his pastor, 
the Rev. James E. Fogartie, and Dr. Warner L 
Hall, pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte. 


Survivors include his wife; a daughter, Mrs. H. 
Stokes Munroe, Jr., of Charlotte; a sister, Miss 
Janie Matthews of Charlotte; two brothers, W. 


‘McGill Matthews, Charlotte; and Henry Matthews 


of Macon, Ga. Three granddaughters of Charlotte 
also survive. 


TEXAS 


Houston — (PN) — The Rev. Daniel A. Baker 
was officially installed as pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church here, July 13, by a commis- 
sion of the Brazos Presbytery. 


The Rev. Malcolm Purcell, executive secretary 
of the presbytery, presided and propounded the 
constitutional questions. Dr. Charles L. King, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, preached 
the sermon. 


Robt. F. Sabom of the Memorial Drive Presby- 


-terian Church gave the charge to the pastor and 


Karl H. Oelfke of St. Philip Presbyterian Church 
charged the congregation. 


John W. Baker, father of the Rev. Baker, and 


a ruling elder was an invited member of the com- 


mission. 


The Rev. Baker was pastor of the Wynnewood 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas for 10 years be- 


- fore coming to Houston. He is a graduate of 


the University of Texas and Austin Theological 
Seminary. He received his master’s degree in 


theology at Princeton. 
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The Presbytery of Northeast Texas convened in 
the Westminster Church of Corsicana on July 8, 
with 73 ministers, 85 elders, and 56 deacons in 
attendance. The deacons were present by special 
invitation of the Presbytery for the purpose of 
participating in the presentation of the Steward- 
ship Committee’s report. 


The Rev. Eugene E. Wood, pastor of the West- 
minster Church in Corsicana was elected Moderator. 


The Rev. T. Frank George of Paris was elected . 


Temporary Clerk. 


The Rev. Lawrence M. Malloy was received 
from the Presbytery of Brazos and was commis- 
sioned by the Church Extension Committee to 
begin a new work in Dallas County. The Rev. 
Snowden I. McKinnon was received from the 
Baptist Church and a commission was appointed 
to install him as pastor of the Hope Church, Dallas. 
The Rev. Thurman B. Levacy was received from 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and a com- 
mission was appointed to install him as pastor 
of the First Church, Winnsboro. The Rev. E. W 
McLaurin was received from the Presbytery of 
Brazos and he was honorably retired. Dr. Mc- 
Laurin has recently retired as professor in Aus- 
tin Presbyterian Seminary. 


A highlight of the meeting was the reception 
of eleven candidates for full time Christian service, 
nine of them as candidates for the ministry and 
two as candidates for lay service. Peter W. Pills- 
bury of the Churchill Way Church, Dallas; Frank 
Seaman of First Church, Tyler; Robert Schermer- 
horn, Jimmy Dan Sanders, Lloyd S. Kriedler, and 
Gene Ellis all from the Highland Park Church, 
Dallas; Edwin B. Courson, Churchill Way, Dallas; 
and Robert Butts, First Church, Dallas; along 
with Carl Eaton, Westminster Church, Dallas, were 
received as candidates under the care of the Pres- 
bytery. Miss Ann McAlpine of Grand Avenue 
Church, Sherman and Jerry Sechrist of First 
- Church, Kilgore, were received under the care of 
Presbytery as candidates for lay service. 


In addition to the usual examination required 
by the Book of Church Order, the Presbytery of 
Northeast Texas requires each candidate to have 
an interview with a professional psychologist who 
gives aptitude tests with particular relation to 
full time Christian Service. These tests are pro- 
vided by the Presbytery, the expense being paid 
by the Presbytery and reports are submitted to 
the chairman of the Candidate Committee. 


Mr. William Newton Todd was received as a 
candidate from the Presbytery of New Orleans, 
was examined for licensure and ordination and a 
commission was appointed to ordain him and to 
install him as Assistant Pastor of the Oak Cliff 
Church, Dallas. 


An outstanding feature of the meeting was a 
two hour session devoted to Stewardship. In 
anticipation of this presentation all churches of 
the Presbytery had been invited to send deacons 
to this meeting. The presentation consisted of 
the Program of the Church by L. R. Klein of 
the Highland Park Church and E. A. Dean, Synod’s 
Executive and Artie Barnett, ruling elder of 
the West Shore Church, discussed how the whole 
program is implemented from the General Assem- 
bly to the local church. John M. Hamilton of 
the Casa Linda Church was Master of Ceremonies 
and Gilbert Reeves of the First Church, Tyler, 
presented the latest aids, both visual and others 
that are available to the individual churches. 


The Presbytery adopted a record budget for 
benevolences in the total amount of $510,547 for 
1959. Under the leadership of John L. Morrison, 
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Jr., chairman of the sub-committee on Budgets and 
Audits, this amount was allocated to the indi- 
vidual churches of the Presbytery. The program 
also called for an addition of $17,500 over and 
above this figure for capital improvements in 
the two camps operated by the Presbytery. 


The Presbytery was also informed that the 
churches of Dallas County were being asked for 
$89,650 in an over and above offering for exten- 
sion work in Dallas and Dallas County. | 


The next meeting will be held on November 11 
in the Bowie County Larger Parish of Texarkana. 


Resolution 


Whereas God in his divine love has called his 
faithful servant, Bertram M. Larson, D. D., to his 
eternal reward, we the members of the Session 
of the Trinity Presbyterian Church, of the Ever- 
glades Presbytery, hereby resolve in a regular 
stated meeting, to recognize with sincere appre- 
ciation, the countless time and energies Dr. Lar- 
son afforded us while serving Christ as Superin- 
tendent of Home Missions. | 


‘We further resolve, to acknowledge in the spirit 
of Christian love, that these personal efforts were 
highly instrumental in Trinity’s Church’s receiv- 
ing many immeasurable blessings. 


Be it further resolved that we at Trinity recall 
that from our earliest pioneering days as a mis- 
sion ministry that we had come to know Dr. Lar- 
son as a counselor, a pastor, and a friend. 


Therefore, let it be resolved that we adopt this 
resolution this 22nd day of June 1958 and that 
a copy of such be sent to his wife Lucille, and to 
each of his children, all to whom we extend our 
deepest expression of sympathy. The Session fur- 
ther carries with this resolution the recommenda- 
tion that sufficient copies be sent to our Church 
papers for publication. 


B. W. Ingram 
Clerk of Session 


Bible Mastery Campaign 
for October, 1958 


The twenty-ninth annual BIBLE MASTERY 
CAMPAIGN will be held this October, 1958. The 
Gospel according to St. Mark is the selected read- 
ing this year. The plan of the BIBLE MASTERY 
CAMPAIGN is to choose a portion of Scripture 
for daily, repeated reading throughout the month 
of October. 


Patsors are encouraged to preach from that 
Scripture during the month and enlist the con- 
gregation in the daily reading. Bookmarks, de- 
scriptive leaflets and commital cards are printed 
as aids to this desired goal. Bible teachers can 
well use the reading from Mark as a study for 


_ their groups. 


This year St. Mark has been chosen with a daily 
reading of at least four chapters as the ideal. We 
let the Scripture itself be its own interpreter, so 
the plan is approved by people in the various 
denominations. Readers are to be found in many 
countries throughout the world. God speaks to 
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adults and youth through His Word. Read the 


Three pieces of literature are printed by BIBLE 


MASTERY. Free copies may be secured by writing 


to the address listed below and enclosing a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope. (Requests coming from 
outside the U.S.A., please enclose an “International 
Reply Coupon” to cover mailing costs.) Quantity 
riced for the literature is as follows: Descriptive 
eaflet, $1.00 per 100; Commital Card, 50c per 
hundred, and Bible Bookmark, 50c per hundred. 
Postage will be paid when the money accompanies 
the order. (International Reply Coupons” accep- 
table for quantity orders.) . 


Bible Mastery Month 

Rev. Lloyd D. Roti, Director 
15820 Military Road 
Seattle 88, Washington 


Connection and Concord 


“By one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body.”’—I Corinthians 12:12-19. 


It is only in the spirit that real union is born. 
Every other kind of union is artificial, and mechan- 
ical, and dead. We can dovetail many pieces of 
wood together and make the unity of an article 
of furniture, but we cannot dovetail items together 
and make a tree. And it is the union of a tree 
that we require, a union born of indwelling life. 
We may join many people together in a fellow- 
ship by the bonds of a formal creed, but the result 
is only a piece of social furniture, it is not a 
vital communion. There is a vast difference be- 
tween a connection and a concord. 


Many members of a family may bear the same 
name, may share the same blood, may sit and 
eat at the same table, and yet may have no 
more vital union than a handful of marble: in 
a boy’s pocket. But let the spirit of a ec*mon 
love dwell in all their hearts and there is a <amily 
bound together in glorious union. 


_And so it is in the spirit, and there alone, that 
vital union is to be found. And here is the secret 
of such spiritual union. “By one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body.” The Spirit of God, 
dwelling in all our spirits, attunes them into glori- 
ous harmony. Our lives blend with one another 
n the very music of the spheres. 


—John Henry Jowett, D. D.: “My DailyMeditation 
for the Circling Year,” page 152, May 81st. 
H. T. Bridgman 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER. Edward W. Bau- 
man. Westminster Press. $2.00. : 


The author states that he has written this book 
for those who wish to pray for others with power, 
love and understanding. He explains that inter- 
cession is fundamentally a creative encounter with 
God and an experience of real communion in 
which God finds man and man finds God. Inter- 
cession, he says, is more than praise or petition, 
for the intercessor carries others up to God on 
the wings of his prayers. The book is designed 
to meet the needs of that growing and inquiring 
company of individuals who are discovering the 
holy joy of lifting others up into the divine light 


through prayer. 
—J.R.R. 


A TIME APART. Virginia Ely. Fleming H. 
Revell Co. $2.50. 3 


To make available daily devotional material for 
young people when they most need a challenging 
and helpful guide, Virginia Ely has developed 
this book especially for young people. Quotations 
by great men and women, Scripture selections and 


prayers have been chosen especially for young ~ 


people facing new and exciting experiences in 
school, work, church, home and their relationships 
with others. 


THE STUDY OF OLD TESTAMENT THE- 
OLOGY TODAY. Edward J. Young. James Clarke 
& Co. 10s, 6d. 


Dr. Young, one of America’s ablest Old Testa- 
ment scholars, was invited to deliver 4 lectures 
on the occasion of the dedication of the new 
premises of the London Bible College in May 
of this year. This volume gives some of the more 


important points that must be considered in any 


serious study of Old Testament theology. Dr. 
Young believes that the Scriptures are authorita- 


‘tive and trustworthy and it is only upon such 


a base that a true study of Old Testament can 
be conducted. | 


The first lecture discusses, “Old Testament The- | 


ology and History.’”? Dr. Young contends that to 
arrive at a better evaluation of modern Old Testa- 
ment theology and a better understanding of Old 
Testament theology in general, we must study 
such in relation to history. The reason he assigns 
to this is “the religion of the Bible is a religion 
that is founded squarely upon certain things that 
God did in history. According to the Bible there 
was a definite intrusion of the supernatural into 
the affairs of men.” Concluding this splendid 
lecture, Dr. Young states, “It is necessary today 
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to stress the importance of history. Remove from 
it its historical basis and there is no Christianity. 
For the Christian religion is founded squarely 
upon certain things which God did in history. 
Remove from it its historical basis and there can 
be no true study of Old Testament theology.” 


“The Nature of Old Testament Theology” is 
the subject of Lecture II. The main thrust of this 
chapter is found in this paragraph, “The study 
of Old Testament theology, therefore, if it is to 
do justice to the phenomena, will recognize the 
Scriptures as a special Divine revelation. It will 
operate upon the principles of Christian theism. 
It will also seek to do full justice to the character 
of special revelation as progressive. It will not 
seek to discover Christian doctrine where that 
doctrine is not to be found, but it will keep in 
mind the fact that all Scripture was spoken by 
the God of truth. It will, therefore, not shy away 
from this revelation, but will recognize that it 
is truly a preparation for the final revelation in 
Jesus Christ. Most earnestly, and based upon 
sober grammatico-historical exegesis, will it en- 
deavor to do full justice to the progressive char- 
acter of the Old Testament revelation.” | 


Lecture III, called “The Content of Old Testa- 
ment Theology,” is rich in material that could 
be of real value to the minister of the gospel. 
This lecture discusses especially the Covenant and 
the author believes that it has pleased God to 
make known His truth to mankind by means of 
a covenant. In the subject matter with which the 
Old Testament theology is concerned is that cove- 
nant which God had made with man for the pur- 
pose of man’s salvation. 


The final chapter deals with “The Influence of 
Old Testament Theology.’’ Dr. Young believes that 
the great influence of Old Testament theology 
has been in the field of systematic theology. He 
writes “It is here that Old Testament theology 
has wrought its blessed influence for the formula- 
tions of truth made by theologians and by the 
councils of the church have been in line with the 
teaching of the Old Testament itself.’’ 


This learned and gifted author has many vol- 
umes to his credit but in none do we find so 
much that is stimulating and enlightening as this 
recent work. We urge ministers and intelligent 
Christian laymen to purchase this volume. It has 
much to offer. 

—J.R.R. 


CRUDEN’S DICTIONARY OF BIBLE TERMS. 
Alexander Cruden. Baker Book House. $3.50. 


This volume sheds light on terms used in Scrip- 
ture which may puzzle the reader or which may 
have a variety of meaning depending on the con- 
text. Equally enlightening are Cruden’s comments 
on the historical and geographical terms used 
in the Bible. Brought together in this volume 
are Cruden’s helpful notes on Scripture terms 
which are interspersed in his unabridged concord- 
ance. Notes have been added to several of his 
articles on natural history. More lengthy are 
Cruden’s comments on the scriptural use of words. 
Anyone engaged in the study of the Bible will 
a this to be an extremely helpful reference 
ook. 


THE PRICKLY PEAR. Capt. Eric .G. Fisk. 
Moody Press. $.50. 


This volume contains mission stories from Mos- © 


lem lands. Evidence of the need for taking the 
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emancipating gospel to those in the grip of Islam 
is set forth incontrovertibly in these pages. The 
purpose of their compilation has been to give the 
reader a clearer understanding of _the essential 
nature of Islam and a deeper insight into the 
realities of everyday missionary service among 
Moslems as messengers of the crucified Redeemer, 


SIX TALKS ON FAMILY LIVING. Henry R. 
Brandt. Moody Press. $1.00. 


Dr. Brandt is a Christian psychologist. This 
book contains the substance of 6 lectures on 
parent-child relations. The content is based upon 


experiences gleaned as a parent consultant and — 


from marriage and family counseling. None of 
the talks represents complete treatment of the 
topic under consideration, but all contain excel- 
lent suggestions for successful family life. 


BOLD WHITE STRANGER. Florence E. Beau- 
say. Zondervan. $2.50. 


This volume is the first prize winner in Zon- 
dervan’s $1,000 Teen-age Contest. Young readers 
will enter wholeheartedly into the fast-moving 
adventures of Hans and Peter and their Eskimo 


friends. They’ll shiver too at the seemingly in- | 


destructible and ghostly “Bold White Stranger’’ 
— ferocious three-legged timber wolf who preyed 
upon an entire section of the frontier, man and 
beast alike. Teen-agers will be struck as well 
with the power of the Gospel and how it works 
even in this far northern border’ of civilization. 
They’ll see how God speaks in every language 
to every people and calls out His own, whether 
white or brown. a 


PROUD WATERS. Lon Woodrum. Zondervan. 


$2.00. 


Proud Waters is a saga of one man’s courage 


in the face of the town’s hatred and bitterness. 


The volume shows how bitterness can be con- 


quered with the Word of God. The author is an. 


evangelist and packs a lot of evangelistic truth in 
this novel. b 


WINKY’S BIG SURPRISE. Ken Anderson. 
Zondervan. $1.50. 


This volume is in the ‘Winky’ series. It 
is an exciting and appealing Christian ad- 
venture story. It can be enjoyed by boys and girls 
from 9 to 14 years of age. 3 


THE SILVER CORD. Sallie Lee Bell. Zonder- 
van. $2.50. : 


Romance, tragedy and war are the ingredients 
that are woven into the fabric of this exciting, 
rapid-paced story. The characters we meet here 
have their counterparts in real life. This volume 
shows how God takes the tangled threads of two 
lives and others and weaves them into The Silver 
Cord. This imaginative story is full of real life 
drama and impact. 


TOGETHER WE’LL DO IT. Dorothy C. Haskin. 
Zondervan. $2.50. 


Here is a mature Christian novel with a strong 
and meaningful message. You will be caught up 
in this fast moving story of two young people 
who wanted God’s best for their lives — and found 
it after a heart-breaking search. We see here 
that material success is not an adequate goal for 
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life. Tim thought it was — but Anne knew dif- 
ferently. How these two patched up their dif- 
ferences and made a rewarding life for them- 
selves is an absorbing story. 


THE LOGIC OF TRAGEDY. Angel Martinez. 
Zondervan. $2.00. 


Evangelist Martinez has the gift of presenting 
old truths in a new and unforgettable manner. 
The 8 sermons in this volume are marked by 
freshness and absence of dullness. They contain 
an evangelistic warmth that will bless the heart 
of the reader. 


THE BARRIER. Sallie Lee Bell. Zondervan. 


This is another prize winner in Zondervan’s 
$5,000 Christian Fiction Contest. It is the story 
of unpredictable love. Here we are shown how 
one lovely and irresistible girl changed the lives 
of three men as she sought to break the “barrier’’ 
to reach the man she couldn’t help loving. 


THE LETTERS TO THE CORINTHIANS. Wil- 
liam Barclay. Westminster Press. $2.50. 


In the ancient world, Dr. Barclay reminds us, 
the Parthians had a certain custom — they would 
not give their young men a meal until they had 
broken sweat. It is true to say of Paul’s letters, 
says Dr. Barclay that they will not give the man 
who studies them a meal unless he is prepared 
to break mental sweat. But if a man is prepared 
to make the effort of study, Paul’s letters will 
give him not a meal but a banquet. This volume, 
therefore, is prepared to stimulate thought and 
effort. Those who are willing to put forth the 
mental energy will find the study of these two 
epistles a glorious experience. 


Anyone desiring to study I and II Corinthians 
can find much that is helpful in this volume. The 
author is highly suggestive and writes in a flowing 
style. For the most part the author’s theology is 
within the main stream of evangelical Christianity. 
At times he does not appear to always follow 


the Reformed interpretation of theology. Occasion- 


ally he is weak in his theological interpretations. 
For example on page 235 the author seems to 
indicate that the influence of.the atonement of 
Christ is exclusively on man. If the atonement 
of Christ is a justifying act and by it the justice 


of God was satisfied surely it must have had some 


influence upon God Himself. This the author over- 


looks. 


_ This volume is especially helpful in its ethical 
insights. For instance on page 85 the author af- 
firms, “No man has any right to claim a right 
to indulge in a pleasure, to demand a liberty 
which may be the ruination of someone else. It 
may be that he has the strength of mind and 
will to keep that pleasure in its proper place; 
it may be that course of action is safe enough for 
him; but he has only himself to think about; he 
must think of the weaker brother. A pleasure 
or an indulgence which may be the ruin of some- 
one else is not a pleasure but a sin.” 


FAITH IN ACTION. Theodore H. Epp. Zon- 
dervan. $2.95. | 


In this series of messages based on the 11th 


chapter of Hebrews, Dr. Epp defines faith and 


shows how faith reacts in life. The re-occuring 


theme here is that one learns faith by exercising 
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it. In each of these Bible centered messages the 
author shows his devotion to the Word of God 


and considerable ability in his exposition. 


BOUGHT BY THE BLOOD. Robert G. Lee. 


Zondervan. $2.95. 


The eight sermons in this volume deal with 
the cardinal teachings of the Bible, concerning 
such great Christian doctrines as salvation by 
grace, justification by faith, the atonement, the 
infallibility of the Bible, the vital importance of 
the personal relationship to Christ and other 
searching truths. Dr. Lee quotes extensively from 
Scripture and brings each message to an effective 
climax. In this volume we see the Word of God 
living in these soul-stirring messages. 


SIMPLE SERMONS ON SIMPLE THEMES. 
W. Herschel Ford: Zondervan. $2.00. 


This volume deals with great truths of the Gos- 
pel, on a level that all can understand and profit 
from. The author shows that the Gospel is simple 
yet its implications are complex. The author 
clearly presents startling examples of what God 
ean do for human beings in thoroughly Scripture- 
centered language. The author is a gospel preach- 
er of strength and power. 


EXPOSITORY STUDIES ON THE LIFE OF 
CHRIST. C. E. Colton. Zondervan. $2.00. 


This is an expository presentation of the early 
earthly life and pre-existence of Christ. Not only 
is it an expository treatment— it is also a soundly 
practical one with deeply meaningful applications 
of the truths to be discovered in the life of 
Christ. Here is divine truth, practically applied 
to life today—an unusual and rewarding approach 
to a supernatural life. 


WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS. Orville Steg- 
gerda. Zondervan. $2.50. 


With Healing in His Wings is an intimate look 
into the hearts and lives of people like ourselves. 
It is a revelation of what God can do through 
the consecrated life of a skilled physician who 
recognizes the spiritual as well as the physical 
ills of his patients, — and is dedicated to do all 
in his power to help. It is a heart-searching look 
into the life of a brave and courageous man who 
learned the difference between surface glamour 
and true beauty — in life as well as in love. 


THE BOND SLAVE. Sallie Lee Bell. Zonder- 
van. $2.50. 


The Bond Slave is a romance of Bible times 
that brings to life a forgotten era. Against the 
dramatic canvas of Israel’s exodus from Egypt 
under the inspired leadership of the patriarch 
Moses, is told the tender gripping story of Caleb 
and Zoan—two hearts searching for happiness but 
finding only bitterness and misunderstanding. 


THE EVIDENCE OF GOD IN AN EXPANDING 
UNIVERSE. J. C. Monsma. Putnam. $3.75. 


Four centuries ago, John Calvin concluded that 
on all His works God has inscribed his glory in 
characters so clear, unequivocal, and striking, that 
the most illiterate and stupid cannot exculpate 
themselves by the plea of ignorance. Today Dr. 
Monsma has gathered and edited this testimony 
from forty of our leading scientists calling at- 
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